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Manager Robinson, 

The text below bids goodbye to those who submitted input on the online forum. 

This survey instrument had no provision (apparent) for the respondent to receive a copy of the 
answers he submitted. 

Will you please revise the instrument to provide this capability. 

Also, the goodbye message indicates that OHMVR will provide only a "summary" of the input 
received on the online survey. While that is appropriate and expected by everyone, it is also 
likely that we --the community concerned about how the data are interpreted (analysed)-- know 
that providing access to the entire response set for each survey submitted (less personal 
identifying information for which legal or ethical constraints are in play) is a necessary part of 
having the capability for additional and/or alternative analyses to be performed. 
Contextualization of a person's responses to individual questions, examined across all 
respondents' responses, can be quite revealing. 

Will you please supply also the raw data, i.e., the responses to each question in the context of all 
the other responses from the same individual (same submission). 

If either of these requests in not possible for some technical or legal reasons, please let me know 
what those limitations are; if it is just an issue of "didn't plan for such a level of access 
and  transparency" or "this was not budgetted for and is too costly to provide", or perhaps "your 
request is not seen as having any value in informing either the respondent and public 
communities, or the OHMVR, that would be very useful to learn as well. 

Peter Rauch 
 
 
Thank you for participating in our Online Input Forum. Your input will help to identify the 
Preferred Planning Alternative for the Ocotillo Wells SVRA General Plan Update.  

A summary documenting the input received through this forum and the December 2013 
and January 2014 Public Workshops will be posted to the project website in Spring 2014. 
Thank you! 

j C

 

Hello, Tina, 
After several failed attempts to put in a comment about the Ocotillo Wells general plan, I 
decided to just send you an email instead. 
 
I found the map and zones to be very confusing.  This strategy seems too complex for riders to 
navigate and even know what they are supposed to do in each zone and when the zone changes. 
The logical plan should be to have clearly marked designated roads and trails that are mapped for 
the whole area.  
  
Open area riding should be prohibited so that the park can begin to restore itself.  There could 
even be "restoration days" planned  so that recreationists could participate in protecting their 
park.  The education programs that are going on now would be great lead-ins to these days.  The 
users might begin to understand the value and beauty of the desert.   
 
Pam Nelson 
Conservation chair, Santa Margarita group 
San Gorgonio Chapt./Sierra Club  
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Dear Ms. Robinson,  
I visited the web site to add comments for the draft plan for Ocotillo Wells SVRA, but found it 
very difficult to do. I did go through the process but didn't find an opportunity to make the 
following points:  

1. Every alternative for each zone included both open riding and trail riding. There was no 
alternative in any zone for just trail riding. Many people would prefer to ride on a trail so 
as not to get lost, and to enjoy the ride. Not all visitors want to destroy all the habitat. It is 
up to the management to ensure that the visitor who want to "tour" the area and enjoy its 
natural resources has that opportunity.  

2. If there is open and trail riding within the zone, how will the visitor know where the open 
riding ends? Will it be fenced? to date signs saying closed are largely ignored.  

3. I didn't find any information about the specific natural and cultural resources for each 
zone and how each alternative might impact those resources, so how could I make 
adequate comments?  

4. How will the zones be marked on the ground? Will the visitor know what the special 
characteristics in each zone, and how will you convey that message to the visitors so that 
they can appreciate the wildlife and their habitat?  

5. The alternative that I would prefer would be: The entire area should be limited to 
riding on designated roads and trails so that the sensitive natural and cultural resources 
are largely protected. Even with such an alternative the management would be hard 
pressed to maintain the roads and trails and keep people from straying off the designated 
route.  

6. The management strategy that is being suggested by the on line comment  format would 
be very complex and difficult to manage and it would be very costly.  

7. Any management strategy that is adopted should have the funding in place to implement 
it within a set time frame and should not be subjected to funding that is available one year 
and not the next.  

  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

Hello Ms. Robinson:  
 
I am writing to you to offer my comments on the public planning process under way at 
OWSVRA. I was shocked to learn the EIR scoping and study have yet to be completed for the 
OWSVRA General Plan Update.  
 
I attempted to navigate the Web site for the 11 planning zones and found it was pre-disposed to 
off-highway vehicle use and did not provide any information on how resources would be 
managed in the areas or, for that matter, what resources are located in the areas and to what 
extent they are already ruined or protected. 
 
Please accept this note as my official comments and forward the following suggestions to into 
the record. 
 
The public is long overdue in having the full information available regarding the resources at 
OWSVRA, how they will be protected in the future, and a full range of alternatives for such 
protection. 
 
Any General Plan Update should not be broken up into confusing planning zones that have no 
effect in the field. How are people to know which zone they are in and which planning area they 
are in? 
 
The range of alternatives should include trails-only riding in the entire SVRA. It is so 
disheartening to see what has happened east of pole line in areas that were previously trails 
only.   
 
The range of alternatives should also include closing the park to all riding to allow for a proper 
soil standard study, to allow time for trails to be designated and marked, and to save money for 
the amount of patrol that will be needed to protect the park's resources going forward. 
 
I appreciate your efforts but ask that the process move expeditiously toward the full EIR. The 
public can not comment without being given the expected impacts faced by the park.  
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From: CourtCoyle@aol.com [CourtCoyle@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 10:09 PM 
To: Robinson, Tina@Parks 
Cc: ds_nahc@pacbell.net; Stratton, Susan@Parks 
Subject: Ocotillo Wells SVRA General Plan, Draft Planning Alternatives

Dear Ms. Robinson, 

The following comments are submitted on behalf of Carmen Lucas, Kwaaymii Laguna Band of 
Indians. 

General Concerns:

Ms. Lucas remains concerned about the extensive amount of time it takes for management plans 
to be completed and executed. She has been providing comments on management of the SVRA 
for many years, including providing written comments dated January 8, 2007; April 22, 2008; 
and March 15, 2010. (Please note, correspondence may be exempt from public disclosure 
pursuant to CEQA and the Public Records Act). 

Specific Management Actions:

Ms. Lucas would like to draw your attention to the letters referenced above for specific input on 
how to improve long term management. The recommendations therein are still valid and Ms. 
Lucas requests that they be carried forward into planning alternatives selection and analyses, as 
well as direct, indirect and cumulative impacts analysis in the upcoming EIR. 

Ms. Lucas is generally satisfied with the fencing efforts as they have been implemented to date. 
However, she remains concerned about the many areas that have not been subject to cultural 
resource survey or management efforts and are being exposed to permanent damage.  

Ms. Lucas is particularly concerned about the handling of ancestral human remains and the need 
to integrate the indigenous cultural landscape into the management framework across each of the 
planning zones. 

She remains available to consult on how Parks can make further improvements. 

Draft Planning Alternatives:

Ms. Lucas understands that Draft Planning Alternatives have been developed to illustrate 
different scenarios for how the Ocotillo Wells SVRA may be managed for the long term.  Her 
general comments and recommendations apply to each of the planning zones. 

We note that the draft Planning Alternatives document does not consistently spell out biological 
or cultural resource management goals for each planning area or provide management detail. For 
example, will Cultural Preserves or ACECs be created? How and when would the management 
plans for them be available? Have California and National Register eligibility determinations 
been made for any of the recorded resources? Are areas on the NAHC sacred lands file being 
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protected? Without such information, it makes it difficult to provide meaningful comments 
and assess if prior recommendations by Ms. Lucas have been honored in each of the provided 
alternatives. 

We are also concerned that Working Paper # 2 Existing Conditions, contained an abbreviated 
Cultural Resource section that completely lacked a tribal voice. For example, the "Ethnographic 
section" was really a short archaeology section, lacking any relation to ethnographic reports or 
tribal perspectives. Moreover, the variety and sensitive nature of the known cultural places are 
not referenced in the paper's text. Nor was reference made to indigenous cultural landscapes 
despite Ms. Lucas's prior input.  

Accordingly, Ms. Lucas requests that the Cultural Resource section of the Plan and the EIR be 
expanded and improved. Further, the Plan may benefit from an Ethnographic Report being 
completed by qualified preparers prior to selection of a preferred alternative. 

Ms. Lucas may also submit additional comments based upon her further review of the draft 
materials. 

Native Monitoring and MLD:

Ms. Lucas would like to confirm that she is available as a Native Monitor and as a Most Likely 
Descendant (MLD) for the area. She would, however, like to update her recommendations on 
appropriate firms to perform additional archaeological surveys. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  

Best regards, 
Courtney Coyle 

Copy to NAHC and SHPO

Courtney Ann Coyle 
Attorney at Law 
Held-Palmer House 
1609 Soledad Avenue 
La Jolla, CA 92037-3817

"Protecting and Preserving Tribal, Cultural, Biological and Park Resource Landscapes"

ph: 858.454.8687 
fx: 858.454.8493 
e: CourtCoyle@aol.com
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March 15 2010 
 
I would like to thank State Parks for the opportunity to comment on Ocotillo Wells SVRA 
General Plan.  These comments are from the San Diego Off-Road Coalition and the California 
Off-Road Vehicle Association.  Ocotillo Wells is a premier recreational resource to the off-
roaders of Southern California.  Hundreds of thousands of people treasure camping in and 
traveling throughout the park.  I have personally enjoyed hundreds of trips to Ocotillo Wells in 
the last 33 years.  The high recreational resource value of Ocotillo Wells comes both from the 
wonderful topography in the park as well as the dedicated work of the park staff to maintain a 
first class recreational destination.  I hope these comments can help Ocotillo Wells SVRA create 
a general plan that will preserve motorized recreation and the natural environment. 
 
There are private holdings on the north, south and east sides of OWSVRA.  Much of this land 
contains terrain that is of high quality for motorized recreation.  The Ocotillo Wells Plan must 
guide the OWSVRA to develop a procedure to bring this land into the park, should it come up 
for sale or become available for donation.  Several prime parcels have come up for sale in recent 
years and the State Park was unable to acquire this land.  Some of this land has been closed to 
off-roading and developed.  This procedure must guide State Parks to act quickly, as many 
sellers lack the patience to wait months or years for a sale to close escrow.   
 
Land to the east of Ocotillo Wells is owned by the BLM and other entities.  This land is managed 
by Ocotillo Wells under an MOU.  Travel in the east between Pole Line Road and Highway 86 is 
limited to a few designated routes.  The Ocotillo Wells Plan must include language that directs 
the park to develop a plan to designate more routes in this area.  This plan needs to be 
implemented as soon as practical. 
 
There are a variety of threats to recreation in Ocotillo Wells SVRA. OWSVRA must act to 
minimize these restrictions to motorized recreation.   
This would include, but are not limited to;  
Renewable energy generation 
Endangered species designations 
Archeological findings 
 
The Ocotillo Wells Plan must include language that states that the park's first priority is to 
provide maximum motorized off-road vehicle opportunity.  This state park is not a place to make 
wind, solar, geothermal or other types of energy, renewable or not.  The Plan must contain 
language that states efforts to bring energy generation to Ocotillo Wells must be opposed.   If 
such projects cannot be opposed, their impact to recreation must be minimized as much as 
possible and mitigation in the form of suitable land for motorized recreation must be provided to 
the off-road community at a cost entirely carried entirely by the entity bringing the project.   
 
The Ocotillo Wells Plan must include language that states that the park will participate in any 
public process that attempts to list any species that lives in the park as endangered or threatened.  
The Plan must recommend that solutions other than restriction to recreation be studied and 
exhausted regarding any species of concern before any restrictions of recreation be agreed upon 
or recommended by Ocotillo Wells SVRA. 

 
The Ocotillo Wells Plan must include language that states that the park will protect the 
maximum amount of motorized recreation possible when managing archeological resources 
within the park.   
 
While off-road opportunities abound in the park, some users enjoy riding motocross on a closed 
course.  The Ocotillo Wells Plan should direct OWSVRA to study the possibility of constructing 
a pay for use groomed motocross track for motocross practice and racing. 
 
The Ocotillo Wells Plan should urge OWSVRA to study the possibility of constructing a 
dedicated special event area.  Such an area could be used to host off-road vehicle events such as 
poker or fun runs, concerts, rally's or other permitted events. 
 
There is a growing need to have a safe and quick way for Ocotillo Wells SVRA staff to cross the 
park to reach the north side (near S22) for safety, law enforcement or other issues.  Construction 
of such a route must be made to have the least effect on motorized recreation and on the 
environment.  I would like to suggest a route that uses as much existing wash as possible.  Take 
the Shell Reef Expressway to Bank Wash north.  From there a way may be found, and/or 
improved, to connect to the North Fork Arroyo Salada Wash to Holly Road or the Arroyo Salada 
Wash followed by a reasonable way to Holly Road.  The way north from the Bank Wash area 
may skirt the border of Anza Borrego Desert State Park.  Ocotillo Wells SVRA may want to 
consult with ABDSP about a route in this area.  
 
Law enforcement in the past has been something that OWSVRA can be proud of.  Peace has 
been kept and resources have been protected. The role of law enforcement in OWSVRA should 
continue to prioritize education over enforcement whenever possible.  Seldom has the off-road 
community heard of improper behavior by park rangers.  Most visitors consider OWSVRA 
rangers friendly and helpful.  I hope that their role in park management can continue as it has in 
the past. 
 
Many off-road vehicle areas charge fees to enter or operate within.  OWSVRA should oppose 
charging fees to enter or operate a vehicle within its boundary.  There is sufficient money from 
green/red sticker fees and fuel taxes to cover operating costs of the park.  The collection of fees 
in other areas has proven to be extremely inefficient.  Some prominent areas spend as much as 
1/3 of the fee money collected in the collection of fees.   
 
I hope these comments will help to maintain and improve recreation in Ocotillo Wells SVRA.  I 
am very interested in the positive outcome of this project and will make myself available to assist 
at any stage of these proceedings. 
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